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Internet in the EFL classroom 
New and improved for 2011!! 

 

Using the internet in the classroom… some ideas… 

 

The internet can supplement almost every aspect of the classroom learning experience: from introducing a topic to 

researching a particular aspect to developing our students’ skills. 

Webquests can help guide students to the information you want them to look at.  For examples of webquests go to: 

http://ihsanisidro.wordpress.com/2010/10/08/internet-in-the-efl-classroom/ 

 

Reading 

 Register/Genre analysis 

 Student designed reading comprehension 

 Dictionary skills 

 Vocabulary practice 

 

Listening 

 Comparisons with written sources 

 Pronunciation and stress patterns 

 Listening comprehension 

 

Speaking 

 Synchronous or a-synchronous? 

 

Writing 

 Synchronous or a-synchronous? 

 Create a classroom outside of the classroom 

 Communication with the teacher 

 

Grammar 

 Pratice exercises 

 Bring grammar to life 

 

Exam courses 

 Practise online 

 Support and tips 

 

Websites… 

 

Reading 

 Any good news site:  www.bbc.co.uk www.theguardian.co.uk  

 For genre or register analysis compare with tabloid-style sites: www.thesun.co.uk (beware of scantily clad 

women…) 

 Online libraries with access to books and short-stories: http://www.thefreelibrary.com/  

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/ 
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http://www.thefreelibrary.com/
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/
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Listening 

 Podcasts – easily accessible and downloadable.  Some of the BBC’s Learning English series come with 

transcripts: 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts   http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/tae 

 Radio – authentic and modern:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/radio Allows you to access all recent radio 

programmes from any of the BBC’s radio stations.  Only available for a limited time though. 

 Online dictation: http://www.listen-and-write.com/ 

 

Speaking 

 Interact a-synchronously with English speakers all over the world: http://vyou.com/ 

 Interact synchronously www.skype.com 

 

Writing 

 Classroom blog: http://wordpress.com/  www.blogspot.com  

 Classroom wiki: http://pbworks.com/ 

 Penpal system or student forums: http://forums.eslcafe.com/student/index.php  

http://www.pikifriends.net/ 

 

Grammar 

 Online exercises: http://perso.wanadoo.es/autoenglish/freeexercises.htm (Grammar Aquarium) 

 Bring Grammar to life: http://www.ifitweremyhome.com/ 

 

Exam Courses 

 http://www.flo-joe.co.uk/ 

 

Pronunciation 

 Interactive phonemic chart (UK Eng): http://www.onestopenglish.com/skills/pronunciation/phonemic-chart-

and-app/interactive-phonemic-chart/ 

 

Videos 

 Online presentations with interactive transcripts: www.ted.com 

 Video clips to support any given topic: www.youtube.com 

 Video clips with online comprehension questions: www.eslvideo.com  

 

Having Fun!  

 Word clouds: http://www.wordle.net/ 

 Image slideshows: http://www.gifup.com/ 

 Talking tomatoes...: http://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp 

 Cartoon Makers:  http://www.toondoo.com/ (Registration required)  http://www.miniclip.com/sketch-

star/en/  (limited resources in free version but still usable)  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html  

http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/  

http://www.artisancam.org.uk/flashapps/superactioncomicmaker/comicmaker.php 

 

Don’t forget... 

... most coursebooks also have a website, either for the students or the teacher! 
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